[Clinical observation of cases operated in the Department of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery, University of Erlangen-Nürnberg, in 1987-1988--especially cases of fractures and maxillofacial deformities].
In the Department of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery, University Erlangen-Nürnberg, there were 1,140 cases operated during the period of one year between August 1987 and July 1988. Among them, 198 were fracture cases, 139 tumor cases and 88 deformity cases. As compared with Japan, there were many operations on fracture cases by the Steinhäuser mini-plate under general anesthesia and the time required for the intermaxillary fixation was generally 7-10 days while in Japan it was 5-6 weeks without the mini-plate. As for the time required for the postoperative intermaxillary fixation for maxillofacial deformity, it was usually 1 week after the operation by screw or mini-plate fixation of the bones while in most of Japanese institutions it was also 5-6 weeks after the operation by circumferential wiring fixation of the bones. The prognosis of the cases of fracture and maxillofacial deformity by short-period intermaxillary fixation was good. Short-period intermaxillary fixation by screw or mini-plate bone fixation is discussed by reviewing the literature on this study.